


Student 1

Advanced Student
Adv. English 2

Tynes

5 December 2011

Pathetic vs. Heroic: The Tale of Two Dimsdales


More often than not when a movie is made from a book they fool around with the script. Sometimes to the point to where it’s almost hard to recognize where it came from. 
Among these movies were 
Eragon, and The Scarlet Letter. Many years ago the Scarlet Letter 
was made into a movie; this version was accurate with the plot, story line, and characters. In fact it
 is accurate enough for a student to watch the movie instead of read the book. They won’t 
get a perfect score on a test over the book, but they will most likely pass. Then the movie was remade in the 90s, unfortunately this colored version of the classic book is not as accurate as its counterpart. 


One of the main issues with the colored 
version of the Scarlet Letter 
is that its characters are off kilter
. Dimsdale 
is probably the most obvious. The differences vary greatly between the movie Dimsdale and the character from the book. Sure, the character 
in the movie is more appealing because of his good looks and Irish accent, but that is not the only reason he is more appealing to the audience. The reader of the classic novel would agree that the Dimsdale 
in the book is not very appealing
, a long shot from his movie counterpart. 

Honor and valor are huge characteristics. 
To be cowardly and worthless are the exact opposite of these. 
This is probably the biggest difference between the movie Dimsdale and the book Dimsdale. The more attractive Irish Dimsdale from the colored, corrupt movie shows attributes of being courageous and having valor. The best example of this is when he tells Hester he would hang for her, just so she doesn’t 
have to spend time behind bars. There are also small things that show this. One of which
 is the first time Hester and Dimsdale meet in the movie. Hester has just gotten her wagon stuck in the mud. And 
our hero Dimsdale tries to get it out. He braves the dreaded mud hole and fights against the decrepit wagon. Unfortunately 
his Irish accent and long wavy hair comes of no avail. So he offers Hester his horse, which has a saddle on. And he rides Hester’s horse which was without saddle. Then there are the more important things that show Dimsdale’s 
character. Towards the end of the movie 
Dimsdale 
shows actual heroics by running between enraged Indians and terrified colonists as they battle each other, so he can protect Hester and their child Pearl. 


Heroism is not one of the correct version of Dimsdale’s best attributes
. As far as I am 
concerned he is a pathetic little preacher who cowers at the slightest hint of danger towards his life. In the classic novel 
Dimsdale makes no move to present himself as the other half of Hester’s “terrible crime”. When Hester is up on display for the town to mock the mayor asks for the father to bring himself forward all Dimsdale does is look at Hester. This may sound pretty pathetic, but it gets much worse. Finally, after years of living with it Dimsdale decides to fess up. When he tells the people that he is the father he just falls over dead. Sure we all wanted him to die. But come on, how pathetic can you get. 
This point in the book is the only time I
 feel sorry for Chilingworth, who will never get his revenge.

Revenge, heroics, valor, and being pathetic all tie into this
. They are all also the major differences in the movie version of The Scarlet Letter
, 
and the original. I
 understand why they changed Dimsdale’s 
character so much between the two. They didn’t want something 
that pathetic in a movie as the “good guy”. 
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