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Uses of Symbolism in “The Scarlet Letter”


Hawthorne uses symbolism all throughout The Scarlet Letter
. In The Scarlet Letter 

Hester Prynne commits adultery and has to wear a scarlet letter “A” on her chest at all times. She can leave her town 
at any time 
but she wants to accept her punishment and fight through it. The “A” that Hester wears is just one of many forms of symbolism Hawthorne uses in this book.
One major use of symbolism is the scarlet letter “A” that is on Hester Prynne’s chest. 
The “A” stands for adultery because she cheated on Chillingsworth 
with Dimmesdale. The “A” changes its meaning during the story to meaning able 
instead. The reason behind this is because she is able to cope with having this ungrateful castigation on her chest.
  Hester goes through unbelievable amounts of criticism when she has the “A” on her chest. A drummer boy announces her through the streets and wherever she goes so that people will know her sin
. Most everyone laughed at her or called her names because of this.
In chapter twelve of “The Scarlet Letter”
 
a meteor appears in the night sky above Dimmesdale, Hester, and Pear while they are standing on the scaffold and it traces out the letter “A”. Dimmesdale interprets this as him having to wear the symbol upon he chest just as Hester does. The rest of the community interprets the symbol in a different way. They think its stands for “angel” and it’s a sign of Governor Winthrop’s entry into heaven. These are two different uses of how the people use symbolism. Hawethorne 
uses the Puritan and literary way of people interpreting it.

Hester’s daughter, Pearl, is also a sign of symbolism. “Pearl is a sort of living version of her mother’s scarlet letter.” (SparkNotes) Hester’s sexual sin left her with a physical consequence which is, of course, Pearl. “Yet, even as a reminder of Hester’s “sin,” Pearl is more than a mere punishment to her mother: she is also a blessing.” (SparkNotes) Pearl doesn’t only represent sin, she also represents the spirit and passion the engendered that sin. Hester’s only hope to live is because of Pearl. Her being gives Hester hope and to not give up. Until Dimmesdale reveals himself as the father of Pearl, she is always used as a symbol.

At the beginning of the book Hawthorne talks about a rosebush outside of the prison. He describes it as being the only thing that has any color with the gray jail outside. This as a symbol representing the hope the Hester has throughout the whole book. She seems to be able to find the good in all of the bad. Even though Hester wants to give up so much, she looks at Pearl and realizes she needs to go on.


Hawthorne uses multiple types of symbolism throughout “The Scarlet Letter”. The most recognizable symbol is the “A” on Hester Prynne’s chest. Mainly because that’s what the whole book is about. Pearl is a sign of hope and a reminder of the adultery sin Hester committed. The meteor is translated in two different ways, adulterer, to Dimmesdale, and Angel to the town of Boston. The rosebush outside of the prison is a sign of Hester’s attitude throughout the book, hopefulness within all of the bad.
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